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Bezmer Alrfield

1. The sketch attached as #ppendix A on page 5 shows the condition of Beamer aire
field as of September 1$51. &t this time there was no runway, bul only {wo
parking strips one kilometer in length. The military authorities had demanded
that the grounds located to the west and to the south of the airfield be turned
over to them. The materiel necessary for the construction of runways had
already been assembled at the field, to the right and to the left of the barracks,

2¢ k1l that remains of the direct route Bezmor Station - Bolyarsko (N Lz-26, E 26-21)
iz a spur line going from the main line to the entrance to the airfield. Those
whe previously used the old route are now forced tc take the road to Botevo
(N L2-21, E 26-22) and a dirt road which runs east and west from this rosd to
the village. A railwsy branch line serving the airfield has been constructed and
joins the field to the Stara Zagora = Zimnitsa (N U2<35, B 2635} line, A second
railway brench line has been constructed further to the esst, starting from this
line and terminating at the Yambol = Elkhovo line, at a new station known asg
Georgi Drazhev. This branch line makes it posaible for military trains coming
from the west (Sofia, Plovdiv, Stara Zagora, ete.) and guang toward Elkhovo, to
avoid the long detour which runs through Yambol.

3. In spite of the slight progrsss made in the construction »f Bezmer alrfield as
of September 1951, a large number of aircraft had been brought here, includings

a, 50 jet aircfaft, parked in hangar #3;

b. Five jet aircraft parked on the airfield, at position #10;
Co 20 bombers parked in hangar #li;

d. 15 bombers parked in hangar #5;

e. 10 Stukas parked in hangar #63
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fo 20 three-engine bombers parked on the airfield at position #8;5 and
g. Two three-engine bombers parked on the airfield at position #9.

As of September 1951, there were LO pilot officers and radio operators (30 Soviets
and 10 Bulgarians) and a large numbsr of Soviet engineers at Bezmer airfield,
Crews of the jet aircraft were exclusively Soviet, while the crews of other air-
creft were always mixed. The number of officer-pilots may seem small in compari-
son tc the number of aireraft but, in case of necessity, the crews based at Yam=
bol airfield; less than 12 kilometers distant, were called upon,

Defense of Bezmer airfield waz taken care of by tive 75 mm. antiaircraft gung
located in a battery on hill 188, 1,600 meters northwest of the fields Thers
were also secret machine gun positions set up only at night at the airfield and
in the vicinity.

As of early September 1952, Trudovak battalion‘ ‘was working at
Bezmer airfield. The concrete runway was allegedly S50 centimeters thick. The
two hangars which have been completed can each accommodate 30-40 aircraft, On

8 September 1952, six MIGs and 12 YAKs were observed at this field. An unidenti-
fied antiaircraft artillery captain was quartered near the airfield. At least
six antiaircraft guns were installed around the ajrfield together with smaller
caliber guns,

On the afterncon of li October 1952, ‘approximately 30 jet aircraft (MIG=15s and one
unidentified type plane) were observed at Bezmer airfielc. UM
50X1-H

Yambol Airfield

A werkshop for repairing aircraft has been recently constructed at Yambol airfield,.
Forty-six aircraft (four of them being twin-enginebombers) were observed at thia
field. Most of thess planes date from World War II. Two MIG=15 fighters were alao
observed during air maneuvers hers. There are still seven MIG=15= at Yambol aire
field. The pilots are Bulgarian officers but there are also several Soviet miji-
tary instruetors and military engineers at this field,

It is further reported that the frontier in the Yambol area is not strongly guarded
and there are no special obstacles to passage hers. However, ambushes organized
within the forbidden ares are very dangerous since they are composed of inhabi=
tants of the frontler zone. The peasants of these frontier villages are so afraid
that it is very hard to expact tc receive any help from thems According to cere
tain reports, food stocks are more abundant in the frontier areas than in the
interior of the country, the reason being that the government shows itself far
less harsh toward the population of frontier areas since they want to keep 1t
content and prevent it from escaping to Turkey.

50X1-HUM

Malevo Airfield

The 8 Artillery Regiment; partially motorized; is encamped in the vieinity of the
Malevo airfield. This regiment is equipped with two types of cannons:

8. Long, medium caliber guns of Soviet construction; and

b. Howitzers,

In late September 1952, an antiaircraft artillery battalion came from Khaskovo
ard engaged in firing practice together with the 8 Artillery regiment, The
battalion was equipped withs

a. A battery of 37 mm. German antiaircraft guns; amd

b. Six to eight 20 mm. automatic guns, of German or Swedish manufacture.

Upon its departure, the antiaircraft battalion left behind s batteryof large anti-
aircraft guns as well as several searchlights. This battalion had received new
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guns in July which it left at the Khaskovo depot.

Several flights were observed from time to time at Malevo airfield and appeared
to be merely aircraft in transit. Also noted was a depot containing & smali
quantity of gasoline in barrels.

50X1-HUM

Dobrich Airfield

On 12, 13, and 1l September 1952, air maneuvers were carried out over Dobrich
airfield, and parachutes were dropped. The antlaircraft artillery then went
into action. On the airfield there are 12 Jjet aircraft and about 100 standard
type aircraft, including several squadrons of YAK=9s and YAK-lis (bcmbersﬁoHL“w
50X1-

Telish Airfield

There are approximately 130 standard-type figh*er aircraft at Telish airfield.
Recently 130 fighters and 18 MIGs landed here. Two Soviet majors, one arrived
Just recently,are staticned at this airfield. One captain and 12 Soviet non=
commissioned officers are also bassd here.

A strong antiaircraft defense installation is 7 legedly located at Teiish air-
field. It included:

a. 18 Soviet 85-%0 mm. cannons;

bo 24 Soviet 25 mm.cannons; and

c. LO antiaircraft machine guns of 12 mm,

Twelve searchlights were observed 1it gimultaneously during night exercises,

There are very few day flights at this field. The air defense here is handled
by the L Antiaircraft Artillery Regiment of the Army (sic).

50X1-HUM
Vrazhdebna Airfield

The new hangar located 200 meters east of the air terminal 1is larger than had
been previously reported. It can hold an LI=2, so that it is thus approximately
30 meters in width. It is considerably longer, at least LO meters long. The
four military hangars are identical. They have the sams rectangular shape, if
not the same dimensions as the hangars of Gorna Oryakhovitsa and Chayka. Each
hangar includes two adjoining sections. At Vrazhdebna the width of ona of these
sections is that of g twin-engine aircraft, thus at lsaat 18 meters wide, Appare
ently a layer of earth was placed on the roof of the hangara. Between Hangar #L4
and Hangar #5 (which is at least 30 x 30 meters in size), thers is a group of
small buildings surmounted by a square chimney two or three maters higher than
the surrounding buildings which are probably usad as workshops.

On the afternocon of 2L October 1952, it was raining and the ground was soaked
here and there., However the TABSO {Transportno Aviatsionno Bﬁlgaro=k§1¥vatako
Obshtestvo; Bulgaro-Soviet Air Transport affilistion) aircraft (LI-2s) and AERQ-
FLOT planes (IL=12) were landing heside the conerete runway, on grassy soil,

served prior to this time.

In the military section of this field there were 35=40 aircraft of various types,
large and small in size, but it was imposaible to identify them because of the
bad weather. Some of the planes were parked in front of the hangarz, The
majority of them were located inside and in front of the small woods which borders
the field to the north, west of the buildings. 2 military twin-engine monoplane .
with trapezoid wings with slightly rounded wing-tips, and a single tail flew over
the field at 4230 p.m. on 24 October 1952, ‘

. 50X1-HUM
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Bozhurishte Airfield

22. Bozhurishte airfield was observed from the train which leads from Voluyak
(N L2<L7, B 23-14} to Bankya (N L2-L2, § 23-08), which runs along the southe
east border of this field. The Bozhurishte railway station is located on
the longer side of the airfield., No conerste runway was noted. The terrain
appears to be entirely grassy. £ transport plane {(probably a P5<8L) and four
or five small unidentified single-engins planes (probably fighters) were observed
hereo

Novoseltsi Airfield 50X1-HUM

23, Single-engine aircraft were observed from the Sofia-Pirdop road while they were
taking off and landing at the Novoseltsi field. Takeoffs and landings were in
an eastewest direction. The field is located %o the south and in the immediate
vicinity of Musachevo (N L2-41, E 23-35). Four or five single engine aircraft
were observed flying over the field, making their landing approach. One of
these aircraft was towing a glider.

Beichin Airfisld| 50X1-HUM
[

24. Work on the installation of an airfield was allegedly carried out this past
summer between Belchin (N L2-2C, E 23-22), 15 kilometers west of Samokov
and Alino (N L2-2h, B 23-23) five kilometers north of Belchin. In 1340 the
Belchinska=Banya field {three kilometers east of Belehin) was used as an
emergency field.

25. In June and QOctober 1952, there were no signs of the existence of an airfield
in the Belchin=Belchinska Banya-Alino area. Tt is possible that the work
undertaken in the summer of 1952 in this area consisted of drainage, leveling,
and eclearing the area, all of which work was not noticesble.

50X1-HUM
Bezmer Airfield (4444444444447

26. The following legend refers to sketch of Bezmer airfield included as Appendix A
on page 5@

1. Control tower and observation post

2, Truck garage, 60 x 20 meters in size

3. Jet alrcraft hangar, 150 x LO meters in size

Lo Bomber hangar, 100 x 20 meters in size

5. Bomber hangar, 80 x 20 meters in size

6. Hangar for Stuka aircraft, 80 x LO meters in size
7. Barracks

8. Open air parking area for three-engine bombers

9. Open air parking area for three=engine bombers
10. Open air parking area for jet airecraft
11. 3-story building, 25C x 20 meters in slzej ground floor: headquarters, mess,

kitchens, dining room; other two floors: sleeping quarters.

12, Officers! club, 60 x 10 meters in size
13. Store room
1l4. Clothing warehouse
15. Bachelor officers quariers
16. Guard post
17. Small station of the airfield
18. Three gasoline depots
19. Married officers quarters
20. Bezmer Railway Station
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